
Neighbourhood Plan Update

The work goes on with putting the final touches to the Trull Parish Neighbourhood Plan before submitting it formally to 
TDBC for inspection.  In addition to all the responses and suggestions we have received from individual local residents 
and organisations such as Comeytrowe Parish Council, the Comeytrowe Development Consortium and All Saints Church, 
we need to make sure that we have considered the views of several ‘key stakeholders’, to use the current jargon. So we are 
arranging to meet with representatives of:

• the local secondary education providers – Queen’s College, Somerset College, Castle School
• Somerset Highways and Transport
• Musgrove Park Hospital.

In addition, we need to include a Sustainability Assessment of our proposals, and as much ‘evidence’ as possible to 
support them.  So we still have some way to go.

We can’t conclude without paying tribute to our retiring Chairman, Colin Ralph. As the Parish Councillor responsible for 
Planning & Development, Colin took on the onerous responsibility of leading the Neighbourhood Plan Group from its 
inception nearly three years ago.  He did a brilliant job, encouraging us all to contribute but giving direction when it was 
needed. As we were pioneering this new project in Taunton Deane, it was to a large extent a matter of ‘making it up as we 
went along’. This never fazed him (as a farmer and B&B proprietor he was used to adapting to whatever turned up!). He 
established positive relations with the very helpful TDBC development staff, but was also careful to make sure that we 
retained our independence.

As he was no longer on the Parish Council after the May election he felt that he should resign from the Group, which we 
accepted very reluctantly. If the Plan is eventually adopted and becomes a reality, it will have been in no small part 
because of Colin’s leadership.

We’ll keep you informed of our progress. Like running a race, the final lap is always the hardest!
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